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This is your home, 

your neighborhood, and your community.  Keeping it safe requires your participation.





Columbia Police Department
600 E. Walnut Street

Columbia, MO  65201

www.gocolumbiamo.com/Police

 Introduction

Congratulations!  Your community is a member of the Columbia Crime Free Multi-Housing Program.

What does this mean to you?  

This means that your apartment manager is committed to keeping drugs and other illegal activity out of the community where you reside.  It means that your apartment manager cares about your safety and the safety of your family.  

Your apartment manager and/or owner is partnering with the Columbia Police Department to improve the quality of life for residents in your community by developing an environment where criminal activity will not be tolerated.

Belonging to the Columbia Crime Free Multi-Housing Program does not mean that crime will not happen in your community.  It does mean, however, that the management will do the best they can to prevent criminals from moving in and if a crime occurs, the management and the police department will work together to eliminate by eviction those involved.  


This sign is meant to inform residents and future residents that management is working with the Columbia Police Department to make this environment as safe as possible.  It says a lot.


The Columbia Police Department has provided this booklet to you in an effort to explain the Crime Free Multi-Housing Program and how it benefits residents living here.  


Home Security:

In order to be part of the Crime Free Multi-Housing Program, your manager/owner had to meet certain safety standards regarding home security.  

· All doors must have dead bolt locks and eye viewers.  

· All windows must have secure locks.  

· All sliding doors must have two locks.  

· Shrubbery and trees must not be overgrown to block residents’ views. 

· There must be sufficient outdoor lighting.

· Apartment numbers must be visible…for emergency personnel.

· All areas of the property must be maintained for safety.

Property Crime Prevention

· Always keep your doors locked…even when you are home.

· Identify who is knocking before you open the door.

· Never leave an extra key outside the door.

· Never lend your key to other people.

· Report lost or stolen keys to the manager immediately and have locks changed.

· Use timers on indoor lights. (Never come home to a dark house.)

· Use sensor adaptors on outdoor porch lights (dusk to dawn).

· Leave a radio on while you’re gone.

· Get to know your neighbor and be a good neighbor.

· Call the police department if suspicious activity is observed.


Operation I.D.

What is it?

Operation Identification is a successful program sponsored by the Columbia Police Department to assist residents in documenting their valuables.

If your home is burglarized and a valuable item is stolen, the police officer will need as much information as possible.  If the item has a serial number, that number will be entered into the statewide and national Criminal Justice Information Systems.  If any officer finds this item and runs the serial number, it will show that it is stolen and the item will be returned to you.  If, however, you cannot provide a serial number to the officer, your chance of recovering the item is much lower, as is the chance of apprehending the suspect.

If the item does not have a serial number, engrave one on it.  Use your driver’s license number with state abbreviation, if possible (not your social security number).  If your driver’s license number is too long, engrave any number and document that number.

Note:  Engravers are available, free of charge, at the Columbia Police Department to use on a loaner basis.

Jewelry is a very big item for burglars.  Obviously it doesn’t have a serial number which makes it hard to identify.  Take a photograph or videotape of your jewelry and other small valuables that cannot be identified or engraved with a number.  

Record your valuables on an inventory list, such as the one in this booklet.  Keep the list in a secure location.  It would be a good idea to keep receipts to purchased valuables in order to show value if insurance claims are necessary.

Update your inventory periodically to make sure all newly acquired items are listed.  

It’s a terrible thing to be the victim of a burglary but you should be prepared for it.  You’ll then be in control of information and possibly not feel quite so victimized.

Vehicle Theft 
Columbia has its share of stolen vehicles.  It also has more than its share of thefts from vehicles.  To change this problem, police must work together with residents to either prevent the crime or lessen the degree of victimization.

Large rental communities are like shopping malls in that parking facilities are open and accessible to those looking for a particular type of vehicle, perhaps one easier to steal.  It is also easy to look inside a lot of vehicles in a short amount of time.  Don’t help that thief.  

(NEVER leave your keys in your car.

(Close  windows, lock doors, and remove or conceal valuables.

(Use a steering wheel locking device as a visual deterrent.

(Use an audible alarm or other disabling devices.

(Park in well-lighted areas.

(Engrave vehicle ID number on all windows (VIN etching)



Safety Tips and Assault Prevention
· Stay alert and tuned in to your surroundings.
· Send the message that you are calm, confident, and know where you are going.
· Trust your instincts:  If someone or something makes you uneasy, avoid the person and leave.
· Stick to well-lighted areas and avoid shortcuts through wooded areas, parking lots, or alleys.
· Do not flash large amounts of cash or other tempting items such as jewelry etc.
· Carry a purse close to your body.  Place your wallet in an inside coat or front pants pocket.
· Have your car or house keys in your hand before you reach the door.
· If you think someone is following you, switch directions or cross the street.  Walk towards an open store, restaurant, or lighted house.  If you are scared, yell for help.

· Make friends or co-workers aware of your schedule, route of travel, etc.  Use the buddy system whenever possible.
Neighborhood Watch

Working together to make a difference 
Many people believe that crime is a “police” problem.  If something happens, call the police.  If it keeps happening, it’s because the police aren’t doing enough to stop it.  

There are not enough police officers to be everywhere at all times, and the odds of an officer being at the right place at the right time to apprehend a crime suspect is practically nil.  Therefore, police officers need the eyes and ears of residents to assist them.  By working together, our chances of combating crime increase greatly.

What is Neighborhood Watch?

· It is citizens and police working together to reduce crimes and improve the quality of life in neighborhoods.

· It is a cohesive body of concerned citizens addressing issues that concern the entire neighborhood or community.

· It is neighbors getting to know each other and taking the time to care about each other.

· It is empowering citizens to help reduce their chances of victimization through education and teamwork.

Residents are better able to make a difference in their neighborhood when they have taken the time to know what is normal and what is not…what cars belong, what people belong.  By coordinating with other residents and the police department, everyone benefits and problems get solved.

For further information on Neighborhood Watch, contact the Crime Free Programs Coordinator at (573)874-7426.

Suspicious Activity

Do not hesitate to contact the police department if you observe or hear something or somebody that seems suspicious to you.  Call the non-emergency number unless you see a crime in progress.  Give the dispatcher as much information as possible.

Suspicious activity can be defined as any person or behavior that is inappropriate or out of the ordinary.  When reporting information to the police be sure to report the date, time, and location.  Report any vehicle information including year, make, model, color, license plate, any identifying marks, etc.  Report any person information including sex, race, height, weight, hair color, hair length, eye color, clothing, scars/marks/tattoos etc.  Describe in detail the activity that is occurring.  This is a lot to remember so after making the initial call to police, try to write your thoughts down on paper.

Bicycle Theft

Secure your bicycle inside your apartment

Do not leave your bicycle on the balcony.  If you choose to do so, invest in a good locking device.

Bicycle Registration Program


Bicycles are usually stolen from one location in the city and abandoned at another location.  Someone finds the bicycle, calls the police department and an officer picks it up and brings it  to our Bicycle Impound area.  When the victim calls to report the theft, many times the serial number or other identifying information is not known.  Without this information the officer cannot enter it into the crime information computer.  If an officer finds someone suspicious with a bicycle and runs the serial number to see if it’s stolen, it will come back “not stolen” and the suspicious person goes on his way…possibly with your bicycle.

Register your bicycle with the Columbia Police Department.  If your bicycle is ever stolen, all your identifying information will be available to the officer.  Also, if your bicycle is found and turned in to the police department, it will be returned to you.  
Ordinances you should know:
Nuisance Party:  16-302  Nuisance parties prohibited.  A social gathering of 10 or more people on residential property that results in any of a number of crimes on or adjacent to the party location.  See ordinance for full details.  1st offense fine range of $500-$2000. 
Police Order to Disperse:  16-303.  Unlawful for any person not domiciled at the site of the nuisance party to fail or refuse to leave the premises immediately after being told to leave by a Columbia police officer.  1st offense fine range of $500-$2000.  
Peace disturbance:  16-258, Using a radio or stereo between 11 p.m. and 7 a.m. so as to be audible more than 50 feet from the source.

Peace disturbance:  16-258, Using a radio or stereo between 7 a.m. and 11 p.m. so as to be audible more than 100 feet from the source.

Peace disturbance:  16-258, Operating a motor vehicle and playing a stereo or radio therein so as to be audible more than 50 feet from the source.

Open Container:  16-158 Possession of open container of alcoholic beverage on city street, sidewalk, or parking facility.

Minor in possession of intoxicants: 4-20

Minor in possession of intoxicants by consumption RsMO 311.325  

Urinating in public: 16-184  Public nuisance by urinating in a place open to public view.

Fireworks:  16-234  Discharging fireworks within the city limits


Parking:
14-292 Parked with left side to curb

14-292 Parked with nose to curb

14-286 Blocking a drive, on sidewalk

14-286 Parked within 15 fee of fire hydrant

14-546 Parked in yellow zone

14-546 Vehicle parked for longer than 24 hours

14-551 Trespassing on private lot

14-550 Wrecked or dismantled vehicle on private property

14-547 Wrecked/dismantled/unlicensed vehicle on street

11-346 Unlicensed vehicles

These are a select few of ordinances.  For a list of all ordinances and state statutes refer to www.GoColumbiaMO.com/Police
For information on various topics related to safety, landlord tenant law and more see www.gocolumbiamo.com/Police/Programs/
And click on Multi Housing. 

Important Telephone Numbers

For all emergencies: 



 9-1-1

Police non-emergency number . . . . . 
573-442-6131

Crime Free Programs Coordinator . . .
573-874-7426

Boone County Sheriff’s Dept . . . . . . . 
573-875-1111

Missouri State Highway Patrol . . . . . . 573-751-1000

Crime Stoppers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
573-875-TIPS

Animal Control . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
573-449-1888

Protective Inspection (Building Code)
573-874-7474

Health Department . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
573-874-7339

Columbia Transit Route Info . . . . . . . .
573-874-7282

Municipal Court . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
573-874-7230

Public Works – Refuse & Recycling . .
573-874-6291

Water & Light Accounts/Billing
. . . . .
573-874-7380

Child Abuse Hotline . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
800-392-3738
Conclusion:

Please keep in mind that this is YOUR home, YOUR neighborhood, and YOUR community.  Much of your personal safety and that of your neighborhood depends on your active participation in the crime prevention effort.  You are a vital part of your communities security and welfare.

Please remember, 911 is for emergencies only.  For non-emergency calls in the City of Columbia, please call 573-442-6131.  ENJOY YOUR NEW HOME!
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